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Whereas  the  Rohingya const i tute  a  community  ins ide  Bangladesh who
were  subjected to  acts  of  genocide  and a  pol icy  of  exc lus ion f rom the
socia l ,  economic ,  and pol i t ica l  l i fe  of  thei r  home country  of  Myanmar ;

Whereas  s ince  August  25 ,  2017 ,  over  742 ,000 Rohingya f led  for  thei r
l ives  dur ing a  mi l i tary  operat ion of  the  Government  of  the  Union of
Myanmar  that  cons isted of  ethnic  c leans ing ,  persecut ion ,  and cr imes
against  humanity ;

Whereas  the  wheels  of  just ice  turn  s lowly  and the  Myanmar  nat ionals
responsible  for  th is  cr iminal  behavior  have  not  been punished and,
indeed,  the  pol ic ies  of  exc lus ion cont inue ins ide  Myanmar ,  ev ident  f rom
recent  e lect ions  that  excluded the  Myanmar  Rohingya populat ion ;

Whereas  there  i s  no  ef fort  on  the  foreseeable  hor izon that  would
promote  and protect  Myanmar  nat ionals  ins ide  Bangladesh who choose
to  return  to  Myanmar ;

Whereas  a l l  at tempts  to  encourage the  Rohingya ins ide  Bangladesh to
return  to  Myanmar  have  been unsuccessfu l ;

Whereas  North  South Univers i ty  research ident i f ies  the  speci f ic
complaints  of  local  host  communit ies  regarding the  negat ive  e f fects  on
thei r  wel lbeing as  a  result  o f  the  ex istence of  the  nearby  camps and
documents  the  result ing  escalat ing tens ion between camp res idents
and local  host  communit ies ;  

Whereas  the  condit ions  of  the  Rohingya ins ide  Bangladesh cont inue to
deter iorate  and contr ibute  to  a  s i tuat ion that  led  the  Pr ime Minister  of
Bangladesh to  label  the  current  s i tuat ion as  a  secur i ty  threat  for  the
state  of  Bangladesh ;

Whereas  the  war  in  Ukra ine  and other  g lobal  cr i ses  are  current ly
contr ibut ing to  “donor  fat igue”  and the  re l iabi l i ty  o f  internat ional
funding to  mainta in  a  decent  standard of  l i v ing  ins ide  the  Rohingya
camps i s  precar ious ,  at  best ;

Whereas  the  Government  of  Bangladesh has  demonstrated t ime and
t ime again  that  i t  wi l l  be  there  for  the  Rohingya ,  not  as  a  last  resort ,
but  as  a  f i r s t  resort ,  whether  the  internat ional  community  i s  there  for
Bangladesh or  not ;

Whereas  a  future  for  Bangladesh and the  Rohingya res id ing in
Bangladesh of  another  f ive  years  resembl ing the  past  f ive  years  i s
unacceptable  for  the  aforement ioned reasons ;  
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Whereas  the  Government  of  Bangladesh has  demonstrated t ime and
t ime again  that  i t  wi l l  be  there  for  the  people  of  Bangladesh ,  not  as  a
last  resort ,  but  as  a  f i r s t  resort ,  whether  the  internat ional  community  i s
there  for  Bangladesh or  not

Whereas  a  future  for  Bangladesh and the  Rohingya res id ing in
Bangladesh of  another  f ive  years  resembl ing the  past  f ive  years  i s
unacceptable  for  the  aforement ioned reasons

Whereas  the  Government  of  Bangladesh can marshal  resources  to  foster
the  post- t raumatic  growth of  local  host  communit ies  as  wel l  as  the
Rohingya who are  interact ing with  them;

Whereas  the  Center  for  Peace Studies  of  the  South As ian Inst i tute  of
Pol icy  and Governance located at  North  South Univers i ty  has  ident i f ied
a set  of  act iv i t ies  that  could  be  cons idered by  the  Government  of
Bangladesh to  improve  condit ions  in  local  host  communit ies  whi le  at
the  same t ime improving the  l iv ing  condit ions  of  the  1 . 1  mi l l ion
Rohingya in  Bangladesh ;

Whereas  the  Rohingya community  should  be  v iewed as  capable  of  as
adding to  the  l i fe  and l ive l ihood of  Bangladesh ;

Whereas  the  Government  of  Bangladesh se l f less ly  accepted the  f lee ing
fami l ies  in  2017  and is  now,  f ive  years  later ,  confronted with  a  nat ional
secur i ty  i ssue  that  must  be  resolved as  soon as  poss ib le ,  waning
support  f rom the internat ional  donor  community ,  and increas ing
tens ions  between local  communit ies  in  Bangladesh that  are  host ing
camps and the  camp dwel lers ,  themselves ;  and

Whereas  we the  members  of  the  Center  for  Peace Studies  of  the  South
Asian Inst i tute  of  Pol icy  and Governance at  North  South Univers i ty
acknowledge the  urgency  of  the  s i tuat ion and do come together  at  the
Fi f th  Anniversary  of  the  cont inued state lessness  and misery  of  the
Rohingya community  in  Bangladesh ;  

Now,  therefore ,  be  i t  resolved ,  that  the  Members  of  the  Center  for  Peace
Studies  ca l l  on  the  Government  of  Bangladesh —

to  receive  th is  resolut ion favorably  and i ts  accompanying Pos i t ion
Paper  commenting on the  Rohingya and local  host  communit ies  in
Bangladesh ;  
to  minimize  the  severa l  looming threats  on the  hor izon by  speedi ly
implement ing one or  more  of  the  act iv i t ies  proposed in  the  Pos i t ion
Paper ;  and
to  involve  var ious  concerned Government  and non-government
actors  to  the  implementat ion of  the  act iv i t ies  proposed in  the
Pos i t ion  Paper  and a l locate  suf f ic ient  funds  for  thei r  e f fect ive
implementat ion .
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